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LIBRAR1ES IN KUWAIT

Mahmud El- Akhras,

Heasd, Libraries Division, Ministry of Lducation, Jordan.

The writer paid a two-weeks visil to Kuwait from 27/3/1970
- 9/4/1970. It was an opportunity to mecl people responsible for

the library services in Kuwait especially school and public libraries.

This article is devoted to the public libraries and their histori-
cal development. The first public library was established by
volunteers in 1923, It became attached to the Ministry of Education
in 1937. Since oil revenue became the main source of income in
Kuwait in 1950's, public libraries developed quickly in quality and
quantity. Two public libraries were opened in 1950's, while six
were opened in 1900°s and one public library was opened in
April 1970. A plan was set up to open nine public libraries in the

very near fulure,

The Direclorate of Libraries attached to the Ministry of Educa-
tion is responsible for both school and public libraries. It is headed
by Mr. Youseph Mulla Hussain. The Directorate comprises of two

divisions :

1— Public Libraries Division.

2 - School Libraries Division.
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